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Dedicat ion  
It is a pleasure to dedicate this issue of Computers and 
Mathematics with Applications to the memory of Profes- 
sor George J. Fix, III. George will be remembered as a 
pioneer in finite-element methods and phase field meth- 
ods, and for numerous other contributions to numerical 
analysis and applied mathematics. He also distinguished 
himself ms a chairman of three mathematics departments, 
each of which improved substantially under his leadership, 
and as a caring advisor and mentor to graduate students 
and junior mathematicians. 
George is best known for his work in finite-element meth- 
ods He wrote (or co-wrote) the first (or one of the first) 
papers on finite-element methods for eigenvalue problems, 
finite-element methods for time-dependent problems, the 
effect of quadrature rrors on finite-element approxima- 
tions, finite-element methods for problems with singulari- 
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ties, mixed and hybrid finite-element methods, least-squares finite-element methods, and finite- 
element methods for problems of mixed type. He also wrote many papers on approximation 
theory as it relates to finite-element methods and contributed to the understanding of iterative 
methods, grid generation, and integral equations in the context of finite-element methods. 
George also made significant contributions to the theory and practice of numerical approxi- 
mations in several applications areas, including solid and fluid mechanics, acoustics, materials 
science, and jets and sprays. He is well known as one of the co-developers of phase field meth- 
ods for multiphase problems and for the development of numerical methods for such problems. 
He also made significant contributions to computational geometry, especially to the modeling of 
developable surfaces. 
Presented in this issue is a collection of articles from a number of mathematicians who had 
significant collaborations with, or were mentored by George. 
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